
SCRAPPY
CHURCH
GOD’S NOT DONE YET

Six Chapters - Six Sessions
1. Why You Should Have Hope for Your Church
2. Preparing to Be a Scrappy Church
3. The Outward Deluge of Scrappy Churches
4. Scrappy Churches Are Welcoming Churches
5. Scrappy Churches Close the Back Door 
6. The Next Scrappy Church



SCRAPPY
CHURCH
GOD’S NOT DONE YET

Scripture Study: Session 1



Chapter One: Why You 
Should Have Hope For 
Your Church

• Philippians 4:4-19
• 1 Corinthians 13:4-5
• Joshua 1:9
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MAIN POINT
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Scrappy churches are those that refuse to give up, believing God is at work 
and the best days are still to come.



Introduction… Discussion Questions

• Share three (3) words 
that you believe 
describe your church 
CURRENTLY.

• What DREAMS do you 
have for your church?

• What obstacles do 
you fear might keep 
your church from 
reaching those 
dreams?

• “God is not done with 
your church. He put 
your church in your 
location for a reason”
(pg. 5).

• We know that God uses 
His people to 
accomplish His 
purposes.

• No matter what has 
happened before or 
what obstacles stand in 
the way…
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
In chapter one of Scrappy Church, Thom Rainer declares, “God is not done with your church. He put your church in your location for a reason” (p. 5). No matter what has happened before or what obstacles now stand in the way, we can know that God desires to use His people to accomplish His purposes. Not only that, but He has the power to do it. As Dr. Rainer explained, scrappy churches are those that refuse to give up, believing the best days are still to come.



What stood out to you as especially meaningful in 
chapter one of Scrappy Church? Explain.

Did you find yourself at any point thinking, 
“Yeah, but . . .”? Explain.



Philippians 4:19
And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches 
in glory in Christ Jesus.

Joshua 1:9
Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be 
frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with 
you wherever you go.”
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Reflect on the History of your church…

• How have the promises in these two 
verses come to fruition? 

• How does this give you confidence in the 
future of your church?

Read: Philippians 4:19 & Joshua 1:9
• What can you know about God and 

your church from these verses?

• Regarding these verses, Dr. Rainer asks: 
“Do you believe it for your church?” 
Do you? Why or why not?

• What are some signs you might have 
begun to believe the Bible is applicable 
to other churches and leaders, but not 
your church and your leadership?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
To have hope for our church, we have to transition from fear to courage and from limitation to abundance. The Lord is with us (Josh. 1:9), and not only with us, but also actively providing everything we need (Phil. 4:19). This was not only true for Joshua as he was about to lead God’s people across the Jordan, it is also true for us as we lead His people in the places where He has sent us.

God knows we need help. He is with us and will faithfully supply us with all we need to fulfill His purposes. We must stop being fearful and focusing on our limits; instead, we must courageously trust in God’s abundance and know that He loves our church far more than we do.




1 Corinthians 13:4-5
4 Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not 
arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable 
or resentful;

Philippians 4:4,8
4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice.

8 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever 
is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is 
commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy 
of praise, think about these things.
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Reflect on the Current State of your church…

• Which is a bigger challenge for you 
currently: 

• seeing people as allies instead 
of obstacles?     - or -

• thinking about what is good 
and joyful instead of what 
causes you despair? 

• What do you need to do about 
that?

Read: 1 Corinthians 13:4-5 & Philippians 4:4,8

• What is the relationship 
between loving people and 
being a scrappy church?

• What is the relationship 
between your thought life and 
being a scrappy church?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As believers, and even more so as church leaders, Paul called us to a self-sacrificing kind of love for people. But how do you show patience and kindness to people who have been anything but patient and kind? 

One way to live out 1 Corinthians 13 is found in Paul’s words to the Philippians: “Whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.” 

Our despair about people and circumstance changes to joy when we, like Patrick (p. 14) and Marcus (p. 16), choose to take on God’s perspective instead of our own.




Philippians 4:13
I can do all things through him who strengthens me.
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Reflect on the ways people think about 
your church…
• What are some ways people might 

misinterpret what this verse means 
about being a scrappy church?

Read: Philippians 4:13

• What seems impossible for your 
church? 

• How does this verse speak to 
that impossibility?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We live in a culture and a subset Christian culture that believes if you try hard enough you’ll succeed. 

That’s not what being a scrappy church is about. 

Not giving up doesn’t necessarily mean working harder; it means trusting God more. 

It means resting in the knowledge of His power to do what you cannot . . . and even what you can.




APPLICATION

How can we, as 
a group, help 

each other 
transition from 

excuses to 
ownership?

After studying 
this first chapter 

of Scrappy 
Church, how are 
you encouraged? 

How are you 
challenged?

Do you have 
hope for your 

church? 

What is one 
way you can 
demonstrate 
that hope this 

week?
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The group should now identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.




CLOSING PRAYER
• We thank you God, our heavenly 

Father, for placing your church where 
You have placed it and for placing us 
here in it for such a time as this. 

• We ask you Lord, to show us what 
transitions we need to make to be a 
scrappy church so that we might get 
to experience the best that is certainly 
still to come.

• In Jesus’ Name. AMEN.
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Scrappy churches are those that refuse to give up, believing God is at work 
and the best days are still to come.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
COMMENTARY:

PHILIPPIANS 4:4–19
4:4. Again Paul returns to the key theme of this letter: joy. He calls believers to rejoice at all times and repeats the call for emphasis. This includes the bad times as well as the good (compare Jas. 1:2-5). Christians should be known as joyful people. Such joy resides not in circumstances or positive attitudes toward life. Joy reigns in the heart only when Christ is Lord of life. Joy is always in the Lord.
4:8-9 Seven qualities create an environment of peace. True is ethical “truthfulness.” Honorable is “noble,” to be respected. Just is giving people what they deserve. Pure is holy in relation to God. Lovely, mentioned only here in the NT, is attractive. Commendable, also used only here in the NT, is praiseworthy. Excellence refers to moral excellence. Praise is bringing God praise. The God of peace complements “the peace of God” (v. 7) in that life with these characteristics encourages God’s presence.
4:13. “All things” refers to the economic fluctuations of life (v. 12). “Through Him who strengthens me” teaches that Christ empowers believers to live in God’s will. Paradoxically, Paul was strong when he was weak; independent only when dependent. Such is the life of a disciple.
4:19. The Philippians’ obedience and generosity would bring God’s reward, giving encouragement and expectation to the readers (v. 19). As they met all of Paul’s needs (v. 16), so God would meet all their needs. God does this out of the abundance of His treasury, a glorious resource without limits. How does one draw from these unlimited resources? Through Christ Jesus. Only those in Him have access to God’s account and can ask Him to meet their needs.

1 CORINTHIANS 13:4-5
13:4. The Greek word for patient literally means “to be long (that is, slow) to anger.” Generally speaking, the term refers to the patience we need to have with people as opposed to endurance in difficult circumstances. The word for kind refers to an active quality in which we look for opportunities to act with helpful intentions toward others. This is the quality of love in which we seek to do good to others. We derive the English word zealous from the Greek term for envy. This word is sometimes used in a positive sense, for we can be appropriately passionate about many good causes. In this case, however, the term refers to a negative desire for gain or jealousy that another person received gain. To be boastful refers to a tendency to call attention to one’s accomplishments or abilities for selfish reasons. Paul saw this tendency as a particular problem among the Corinthian church members. He included the synonymous term conceited. This word literally means “to be puffed up” and serves as an apt illustration of the inflated egos of some of the Corinthians. Paul insisted that Christlike love displays neither of these tendencies.
13:5. The phrase “not dishonor others” can be literally translated as “not behave against the scheme.” The phrase refers to God’s giving His people a certain pattern of behavior to follow. Those who are guided by agape-love strive to avoid acting in ways that are inconsistent with that God-given pattern. The phrase is not self-seeking literally means “does not seek its own.” Again, Paul’s emphasis was on avoiding any behavior that constantly puts one’s own desires and preferences above the needs of others. Selfish behavior was at the root of many problems in the Corinthian church. Selfless love was the solution.

JOSHUA 1:9
1:8-9. Two more references to the instruction affirm the key importance of God’s revelation. Study and learning of it are to form so much a part of one’s life that the words are fully obeyed as in Deuteronomy 6:6-9. The “frame” of God’s promised presence in Joshua 1:5,9 indicates that Joshua’s success will come because God is with him, enabling him to read and observe God’s word (Eph. 2:8-10).
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